Valencia Community College - Department of Music

Opera-Theatre Workshop

Spring 2012
  MUO2001


M/W 3:00-4:50pm

Course Syllabus
Instructor:  Ms. Carla DelVillaggio 
Phone: 407-582-2329 office (3-134) / 407-432-0015 (cell)
E-mail:    cdelvillageio@valenciacollege.edu
Text: Singing, Acting and Movement in Opera by Mark Ross Clark  (optional)

Course Description:

This course addresses all aspects of Opera and Musical Theatre production with a focus on music preparation, character analyses, and vocal performance skills.  The class will culminate in a program of semi-staged and costumed operatic and musical theatre excerpts.  May be repeated for credit, but grade forgiveness cannot be applied. Audition required. 
Course Outcomes:

To address all aspects of opera and musical theatre production with a focus on music preparation, character analysis and performance skills.  After successful completion of this course the student will be able to demonstrate the following:

1.  The ability to function as a singing actor

2.  The ability to “think” in character

3.  The ability to make a character analysis 

4.  The ability to develop a character and portray this to the audience

5.  The ability to move on stage through use of stage directions and performance 
techniques

6.  The ability to work together in ensembles, to relate to other actors on stage

7.  A basic knowledge of theatrical terminology

Office hours:

By appointment only. 

Grace Period:

If the instructor is absent due to illness or other emergency, a note will be posted outside the classroom. If the instructor is late, the student must wait 15 minutes for the instructor. If the student leaves before 15 minutes have expired and the instructor comes to the class, the student will be considered absent. 

Method of Communication:  The approved method of communication by Valencia Community College is via Atlas Email. 
General Class Rules:  All cell phones are to be turned OFF. No TEXT-MESSAGING or updating FACEBOOK, etc during class. Courtesy and professionalism are expected.
Required Materials: The instructor will assign music and will expect students to do the appropriate research to obtain copies of same.  Research materials and helpful websites will be provided, however students will also be directed to find other resources on their own.  In most cases the instructor can provide an operatic score or piano/vocal score from which rehearsal copies may be made. All Xerox copies of music are to be turned back in at the end of the semester. Every effort will be made to give the student all the information necessary to obtain the music as easily as possible.  If these are roles that you may be considering in the future, it is recommended that you purchase the scores to begin your own music library. A 3 ring binder for your music is required for this class.

**Recording of classes and rehearsals is strongly recommended,  as there will be a lot of work done outside of classroom time.  Bring your own recording device to EACH class.  Bring a PENCIL for making notations in your music; bring your music in a BINDER.
Grading:

Grading is based on the following criteria:


1. Audible and visible results of work outside the class.


2. Progress regarding one’s abilities as a musician and actor.


3. Attendance, attitude and interest within the class, ability to work with peers.

4. Completion and accuracy of memorization of required semester content.


5. Fulfillment of performance requirements.


6.  Concentration and participation in class.


7. Full participation at all required rehearsals and performances.

20%
class/rehearsal attendance/ professionalism / production duties

20%
preparation / participation in class and in rehearsals
10%
completion of written work assignments – character analyses
50%
performance attendance 

Assignments:  In addition to preparation of musical material you will also be required to  create character analyses for all characters you are portraying.  A deadline will be given for these.  In the early stages of the semester, we may find time to watch videos for class discussion with regard to character development.  We will also find time to work on the building and understanding of your characters, so finishing the character analyses will be imperative and will be part of your grade.  Additionally, every student will be asked to work as committees for “other duties” which can range from assisting with finding props, helping to build costumes, helping with wigs and makeup, being on the marketing committee….this is also part of your grade. Knowing all the aspects of theatre production will make you a better theatre professional and will make you more marketable in the long run.
Preparation: After the first few musical run-through’s, you will be expected to learn your music outside of class.  This is where having the music recorded will come in very handy. You will be given a deadline by which you will be completely off-book. You cannot effectively prepare your character or blocking with a book in your hand.  If it becomes clear that you are not learning your music accurately and in a timely manner, a conference will be requested, at which time the instructor will determine (along with the student, if possible) if the next course of action is the implementation of a strategy for improvement or removal from the scene or, in extreme cases, the course. 
Professionalism is Key: Unprofessional behavior is not tolerated in this course.  You must understand that the good habits and professional work ethic you acquire now will serve you well in the future.  
Please refer to the VALENCIA CODE OF CONDUCT at the following website http://www.valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/print.cfm?RecordID=180  
(it is your responsibility to be familiar with this document, specifically with regard to Section IV “STANDARDS OF CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR”. )   

Important Dates:  Mandatory rehearsals outside the normal class times include those for “tech week” (load in, rehearsal in concert space with sound, lighting and stage crews, orchestra rehearsal and run-through’s with makeup and costumes and set pieces, post-concert load out). Those dates and times are:

Friday,     April 13  Load In and Rehearsal 5 PM to 9 PM 

Saturday, April 14  Wandelprobe/Tech Rehearsal 12 PM to 4 PM and 5 PM to 9 PM

Sunday,   April 15  Rehearsal 5 PM to 9 PM

Tech Rehearsals in the PAC: (these are in addition to your regular M/W class times)

Monday,  April 16  Call Time 5 PM, Rehearsal Run Time 6 PM to 10 PM, Exit 10:30 PM 
Tuesday,  April 17  Call Time 5 PM, Rehearsal Run Time 6 PM to 10 PM, Exit 10:30 PM

Wed.,      April 18 Call Time 5 PM, Rehearsal Run Time 6 PM to 10 PM, Exit 10:30 PM

Thurs.    April 19  Call Time 5 PM, Rehearsal Run Time 6 PM to 10 PM, Exit 10:30 PM

Monday,  April 23   Load Out 11 AM to 1 PM  (tentative)
***The instructor may provide additional rehearsal times, but participation in these additional rehearsals is completely voluntary, and does not affect a student’s grade.***

*****[Note: The additional rehearsal time and additional music learning requirements are the reasons that this ensemble is 2 credits, as opposed to the 1 credit that is typically given for performing ensembles]*****
Performance Dates:

Friday,     April 20, 2012    

at 7:30 PM        (Call time: 5 PM)

Saturday, April 21, 2012
    
at 7:30 PM        (Call time: 5 PM)

Attendance:  Attendance is mandatory. You will be expected to be present at every class and performance.  You will also be expected to be in attendance at all rehearsals for which you have committed yourself, including mandatory rehearsals.  The other people in your scenes RELY upon YOU.  If you miss more than TWO rehearsals for which you have committed yourself, you may be replaced in one of your scenes, and your grade will be impacted negatively. 

Any absences from any rehearsal during Production Week may result in a lower course grade, regardless of the previous attendance record.  In extreme cases you may be removed from the production and given an “F” for the semester. As the representation of the culmination of your work for the semester in this class, the productions are essentially your “final” for the course, and are therefore mandatory in order to pass the course. 
Attendance Policy:


1. Attendance is mandatory for all classes. Students must be on time for class.


2. The student is responsible for ALL material covered or assigned during classes.


3. Tardiness:



More than 10 minutes late = one absence.

4. Withdrawal from the class:
Per Valencia Policy 4-07 (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals), a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term (Nov. 5th) will receive a grade of “W.”  A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  A faculty member MAY withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy.  A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “W.”  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75
5. More than 4 absences (excused or not) = drop one letter grade for the semester per each additional absence and you will be subject to withdrawal from the class.  

Students With Disabilities:
Students with disabilities who qualify for accommodations must provide a 
notification from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the instructor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office of Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities. The East Campus Office is located in Building 5, Room 216.

Valencia Community College Student Core Competencies:

1. Think critically and make reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating knowledge.
2. Read, listen, write and speak effectively.

3. Recognize the value of aesthetics.

Syllabus Disclaimer:

The instructor reserves the right to amend the syllabus and/or the performance/rehearsal schedule at any time via verbal or written announcement.
